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Experimental Motorized Forces. During World
War |l, approximately 3.5 million soldiers
trained at Fort Meade, which was also used to
house Italian and German prisoners of war.

After WWII, the Fort reverted to peacetime
activities. The Fort’s importance grew when
the Second U.S. Army moved to Fort Meade,
and again when the First U.S. Army merged
with the Second and moved to Fort Meade. In
1953, the Fort became the first to deploy the
Nike | antiaircraft missile system. Later re-
named the Nike Ajax, the Nike | was the
world’s first surface-to-air missile defense sys-
tem and was designed to protect the capital
region from Soviet bombers.

The Cold War period initiated a shift at the
base to a greater intelligence focus. Fort
Meade has been vital to the intelligence mis-
sion of the United States since the 1950s,
when it became the headquarters for the Na-
tional Security Agency (NSA). The Fort’s mis-
sion expanded in 1995 when the Defense In-
formation School moved there. Since that time
the School has expanded to include both the
Defense Visual Information School and the
Defense Photography School. More recently
US Cyber Command was moved to Fort
Meade. Today, six cyber headquarters are
housed at Fort Meade, making it the epicenter
of our 21st century defense.

The 2005 BRAC ushered in some of the
most significant growth in the history of the
Fort. The Defense Information Systems Agen-
cy (DISA), which provides complete informa-
tion technology services to the Department of
Defense, moved its headquarters to Fort
Meade, bringing 4,300 workers to a new 1.1
million-square-foot headquarters. The Defense
Media Activity and Defense Adjudication Ac-
tivities also relocated to the base, bringing a
combined total of over 1,300 positions employ-
ees with them. The continued growth of Fort
Meade during a time of downsizing and
shrinking budgets speaks to its efficacy and its
essential mission.

The NSA presence at Fort Meade makes
the base one of the most important to the se-
curity of our nation. The work done by thou-
sands of Marylanders at the Fort every day is
crucial for maintaining day to day IT stability
for all Americans and disrupting terrorist net-
works and plans. In addition to its vital impact
on our nation’s intelligence mission, Fort
Meade has sent many active duty service
members abroad. Collectively, around 2,700
personnel from 42 units were deployed from
the base during Operation Desert Shield and
Operation Desert Storm.

| also want to emphasize the enormous im-
pact Fort George G. Meade has on the econ-
omy of our state. Fort Meade employs over
56,000 personnel across 119 agencies and
has a supported population of over 145,000,
providing a significant boost to the local econ-
omy. Fort George G. Meade is the largest em-
ployer in Maryland, the fifth-largest employ-
ment center in the state, and has the third-
largest workforce of any U.S. Army installa-
tion.

In the past 100 years, Fort Meade has
made a profound impact on Maryland, the
United States, and the world. | am confident
that legacy will continue over the next 100
years and beyond, and once again congratu-
late Fort George G. Meade and all who have
served there on this momentous anniversary.
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Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, the
Bible, in the Book of Ecclesiastes Chapter 3,
Verse 2, tells us that: “There is a time to plant
and a time to harvest.” That ancient prescrip-
tion has allowed multitudes to be fed over the
millennia, but now ruthless men seeking
power have disrupted this cycle, causing man-
made famine where none should exist in Afri-
can countries from South Sudan to Nigeria to
Somalia.

Potential famine conditions in Africa and
Yemen have been called the worst since
World War 1l, even worse than the cata-
strophic 2011 famine in East Africa. What
makes this round of potential famine even
more tragic is how preventable it is. For exam-
ple, South Sudan contains the most arable
land in what was once a united Sudan. Aside
from oil reserves, agriculture was seen as the
key to South Sudan’s future success. Now,
areas such as the Equatoria provinces, South
Sudan’s breadbasket, are engulfed in conflict
with citizens fleeing the country in the thou-
sands daily.

There are more than 4.8 million displaced
South Sudanese—1.8 million refugees in
neighboring countries and at least 2 million in-
ternally displaced persons (IDPs). South
Sudan is experiencing heightened levels of
food insecurity with as high as 27 percent of
the population in some areas facing famine.
Despite the government’s contention that peo-
ple are merely being frightened by rumors of
conflict, South Sudan has quickly surpassed
Eritrea to become the world’s fastest emptying
country.

Another country seeing a major exodus due
to conflict is Somalia. There are an estimated
881,000 Somali refugees, and the anticipated
scale of population displacement from Somalia
due to pervasive conflict and the threat of star-
vation will increase refugee flows throughout
the region and into Europe. In Somalia, nearly
6.2 million people are currently in need of hu-
manitarian assistance, and more than 2.9 mil-
lion people are facing crisis or emergency lev-
els of acute food insecurity, including nearly a
million children under the age of five.

Nigeria is yet another country close to expe-
riencing famine due to conflict. There are 14
million people in northeast Nigeria who are in
urgent need of humanitarian assistance, in-
cluding more than 8 million children, and al-
most 6 million people are also facing severe
food insecurity. Almost 9 million Nigerians are
projected to suffer from food insecurity by Au-
gust 2017, including more than 3 million peo-
ple living in the northeast state of Borno.

We focus on the part Boko Haram has
played in creating chaos and near famine in
Nigeria, and quite rightly so. More than 30,000
lives have been lost in violence related to Ni-
geria’s Boko Haram insurgency, but there is a
developing threat that could widen the likeli-
hood of food insecurity there. Attacks by
Fulani extremists on farmers in Nigeria’s Mid-
dle Belt are increasing in intensity and could
further exacerbate hunger in the region.

The El Nino-La Niha weather cycles have
caused drought as well as flooding in parts of
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Africa in recent years. The possibility of
drought currently threatens famine in countries
ranging from Angola to Sudan to Mozambique
to Madagascar. Nevertheless, it is conflict that
poses an even greater threat of famine in
countries such as the Central African Repub-
lic, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, and
Mali and could cause or exacerbate famine
should fighting disrupt planting-harvesting cy-
cles and markets where locally produced food
can be purchased.

Ranking Member BASS and | just returned
from a mission to South Sudan and Uganda.
Humanitarian aid officials repeatedly told us
that no matter how much aid is provided, it will
not be enough to meet the ever-expanding
need. Although we need to do more, no
amount of assistance will do the job unless
the conflict in South Sudan is definitively
ended. Currently, there is not enough food to
keep pace with the growing flow of refugees
from South Sudan, and rations have been cut
at times by half.

There has been a cease-fire declared in
South Sudan, but many observers believe that
is due more to the rainy season preventing
large movements of troops and heavy equip-
ment than a genuine determination to end the
conflict. This week, the Intergovernmental Au-
thority on Development has convened a con-
ference aimed at bringing the South Sudan
conflict to an end. After numerous efforts to
reach a lasting cease-fire, one can only hope
the realization of the immensity of this crisis
will lead the warring parties to actually seek a
lasting peace.

The hearing | held today was intended to
make the appeal both for continued humani-
tarian aid from our government and others in
the international community, but also for a
more robust international effort to end conflict
in the countries where people are scattered in
the millions and desperate levels of hunger
are rampant. We must contend with the vagar-
ies of weather, but we shouldn’t have to see
people suffer for the ambitions of those with-
out mercy seeking power at any cost.

————
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Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, | wish to rec-
ognize and celebrate Barbara Grijalva on her
retirement from KOLD News 13, Tucson.

Barbara has been a fixture of our commu-
nity from her first time on screen in 1983. Born
and raised in Tucson, and a graduate of the
University of Arizona, Barbara is a unique,
homegrown personality. For 34 years, Barbara
worked tirelessly to provide Tucson and
Southern Arizona with the most relevant and
updated news, both local and national, and is
considered a living legend by her coworkers
and viewers. During her time on KOLD News
13, Barbara was flexible in her reporting,
working as both an anchor and a reporter in
the field; in times of need, Barbara could al-
ways be counted on by her team to get the
job done. Above all, Barbara Grijalva is a
trusted professional whose reporting is always
defined by the facts. In these times, the loss
of a journalist of Barbara’s caliber is signifi-
cant.
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